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Chair Scott Warner called the meeting to order at 12:10pm. 
 
Chair Warner and Executive Director Charlotte Davis acknowledged elected and state agency officials.  
 
Minutes 
The Board reviewed the minutes from the November 29, 2018 Rural Maryland Council Annual and 
Executive Board Meeting. No comments or suggestions for revisions were made. A motion was made by 
Josh Hastings to accept the minutes. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Wilbur Levengood, and 
all were in favor. The minutes from the November 29, 2018 Rural Maryland Council Annual and 
Executive Board meeting were accepted unanimously.  
 
Guest Speakers 
United States Senator Chris Van Hollen 
Senator Van Hollen discussed key highlights from the Farm Bill including increased federal funds and a 
change in the funding formula to provide continued support for the Rural Conservation Program, and 
increased funding for rural broadband expansion. Senator Van Hollen also discussed the urgency to 
respond to the opioid epidemic, and the need to provide more resources and investment to modernize 
infrastructure in rural communities.  
 
Ms. Ashley Biggs, Outreach Librarian, Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped 
Ms. Biggs provided an overview of the Maryland State Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped, 
and the resources available to assist individuals residing in rural communities. Ms. Biggs presented 
specialized equipment and services available for rental through the agency for rural communities.  
 
Mr. Jack Reitnauer, Warwick Mushroom Farms 
Mr. Reitnauer presented information on the Warwick Mushroom Farm facility located in Cecil County, 
the operations of the facility, and the process for cultivating large varieties of mushrooms for retail.  
 
Committee Reports 
Financial 
Charlotte Davis presented the FY2019 Budget as of December 21, 2018. The Rural Maryland Council has 
total operating available revenue of $375,651.94, and a total of $5,425,872.55 in grant expenditures.  
Charlotte Davis requested questions regarding the budget, no requests for questions were made.  
 
Rural Maryland Prosperity Investment Fund (RMPIF) 
Chair Scott Warner shared that the FY2020 Administrative Budget released by Governor Hogan on 
January 18, 2019 included $6million for RMPIF. Copies of the press release announcing the funding were 
provided. Chair Warner expressed thanks on behalf of the Rural Maryland Council to Governor Hogan 
and his administration for funding support.  
 
Legislative 
Legislative Committee Co-Chairs Lindsay Thompson and Odette Ramos provided the update. Copies of 
the 2019 Legislative Priorities were provided. The Rural Maryland Council Legislative Committee will 
next meet on January 28, 2019 via conference call at 3pm. Rural Maryland Day is scheduled for February 
14, 2019.  
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Rural Maryland Foundation (RMF) 
President Dan Rider provided an update of the RMF. President Rider shared that the Rural Maryland 
Philanthropic Development Strategies report has been finalized, copies were made available. The Aspire 
Rural Version 2.0 video will continue to be revised. The RMF will also be providing a biannual scholarship 
contribution of $5,000.00 to the LEAD Maryland Foundation to support tuition for LEAD Fellows.  
 
Agriculture  
Agriculture Committee Chair Erroll Mattox, provided an update. Chair Mattox shared that industrial 
hemp will be a major topic during the 2019 Legislative Session, and encouraged interested attendees to 
join the Committee.    
 
Joint Planning and Development 
Joint Planning and Development Chair Mike Thielke was unavailable; Charlotte Davis provided an 
update. The Joint Planning and Development Committee will meet via conference call on February 25, 
2019 to discuss the FY2020 work plan.  
 
Executive Director’s Report 
Charlotte Davis shared that the Rural Maryland Council has reconvened the Rural Summit Planning 
Committee to plan for the 2019 Rural Summit on December 12th. The Rural Summit Planning Committee 
will meet via conference call on January 31st at 10am-11am. Sign-up sheets to participate on the Summit 
Planning Committee were made available. The Rural Maryland Council recently submitted the Task 
Force for Rural Broadband Recommendations Report in mid-January. The Council is currently planning 
for Rural Maryland Day on February 14, 2019, sign-up sheets were made available. Copies of the Rural 
Maryland Council staff activity reports were made available.  
 
Adjournment 
Chair Warner requested announcements from attendees. With no other business to discuss, Chair 
Warner requested a motion to adjourn the meeting. The motion to adjourn was approved unanimously. 
The meeting adjourned at 1:45pm.  
 
Next Meeting:  Friday, April 5, 2019, 12pm-2pm, House Office Building, Conference Room 170, 6 Bladen 
Street, Annapolis, MD 21401  


